REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


Des Cystites Douloureuses et de leur Traitement. Par le Dr. 

H. Hartmann, Paris. 1888. 

On Painful Cystitis and its Treatment. 

American and English surgeons have of late years advanced more 
rapidly in the direction of operative treatment of chronic cystitis than 
their French and German confreres. M. Hartmann’s work is not only 
an attempt to popularize perineal drainage, etc., as a means of curing 
these most troublesome cases, but is a valuable review of the whole 
subject. Its thoroughness may be judged from the fact that full de¬ 
tails are given of nearly thirty cases of operative interference under 
the writer’s own observation. Starting with the thesis that in some 
cases of cystitis (gonorrheal, tubercular, prostatic, etc., in origin) the 
pain and irritability.of the bladder are so great, so persistent, and so 
little affected by ordinary treatment as to deserve their being 
placed in a special category, the author points out how the sensitive¬ 
ness of the bladder may be estimated by various methods of explora¬ 
tion. Of these the most valuable are the injection of a small quan¬ 
tity of fluid into the bladder, digital pressure through the rec¬ 
tum in males or (what is much more satisfactory) through the vagina 
in females, and the use of an olivary bougie passed so that its end may 
touch the posterior wall of the bladder. 

The hypertrophy of the vesical muscle in these severe cases may be 
so great that the wall has been found one-and-a-half inches thick, and 
in many sclerosis is present in addition to the increase in the muscle. 

Simple neuralgia of the bladder may simulate painful cystitis, but is 
readily told by the normal state of the urine, and the methods of explo¬ 
ration mentioned will enable the surgeon to diagnose the cases of irri¬ 
table bladder due to renal disease from those which form the subject 
of the work. 

As regards the medical treatment a good way of relieving the pain 
and irritability is to inject per rectum thirty or forty grains of choral 
dissolved in milk. This with the addition of a little laudanum is a fa- 
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vorite prescription of M. Guvon, the milk preventing any irritant effects 
upon the mucous membrane. In the cases of urethritis posterior 
accompanied by painful cystitis, almost the only vesical injection which 
this surgeon finds of avail is one of nitrate of silver (fifteen to twenty 
drops of a solution of 1 in 50). 

M. Hartmann reviews the treatment of painful cystitis in women by 
dilatation of the urethra, and gives atable of forty-six cases, including 
six previously unpublished. In thirty-one of these the result was either 
a cure or great relief of symptoms. Full details are also given of 
twenty-eight cases of the artificial formation of a vesico-vaginal fistula 
(kolpocystotomy). For the results as well as for those of cystotomy 
in the male, the reader must be referred to M. Hartmann’s work, no 
less than seventy-one cases of the latter operation are quoted. It may 
here, however, be noted that the writer, following M. Guyon, advocates 
the supra-pubic incision in preference to the perineal one so strongly 
supported by Sir H. Thompson. In some cases where the irritability 
and firm contraction of the bladder persist under an anaesthetic, it 
is ho * ever impracticable to perform the hypogastric section. The 
great advantage of the latter in enabling the surgeon to explore the 
bladder and to treat locally its lesions are obvious. 

We can warmly recommend the surgeon interested in the subject of 
“painful cystitis” to read M. Hartmann’s careful and candid work. 

J. Hutchinson Jun. 


Manuel D’Antisepsie Chirurgicale. Par le Dr. Paul Troisfon- 
taine, Paris, G. Steinheil, 2 rue Casimin Delavigne, r8S8. 

Manual of Surgical Antisepsis. By Dr. PaulTroisfontaines. 
Senior Assistant at the University of Liege. Assistant Surgeon to the 
Civil Hospitals. 8 vo., pp. 262 with 17 illustrations. 

This is a very good little book, and would be valued by any house- 
surgeon, dresser or practitioner who reads French. It is essentially 
practical and is intended to be a handy guide for everyday use. The 
author has had good opportunities of mastering his subject, having 
been “chef de clinique” of Prof. Gussenbauer (now of Prague), and 
during six years assistant to Prof, von Winiwarter. 

The essential points respecting antiseptic materials and practice are 
given both concisely and dearly. The proper use of each different 
antiseptic is indicated, <■. g., how this does best for disinfecting the 



